lised  before   Russia   actively  intervened  in  Asiatic
affairs.
Lastly, in spite of two years of comprehensive
repression, Gandhiji and the Congress continued to
possess the power to render any administration diffi-
cult, and to make every form of popular co-operation
superficial unless they were willing to associate them-
selves with it.
Mr. Churchill, therefore, with the consent of the
Coalition Cabinet, took advantage of the elections to
create another opportunity to woo India. Lord Wavell
returned to India and in July 1945 invited representa-
tive leaders to Simla to discuss the possibility of de-
vising machinery which would wage the war against
Japan and administer British India and take steps
for the future constitutional machinery necessary for
bringing in a free India. Britain broke the period of
frustration and actively began to solve the deadlock.
The Wavell proposals were largely based on the
Desai-Liaquat Ali pact. But it suffered a mate-
rial change inasmuch as the parity of representation
in the Central Government was not between Con-
gress and the League as in the original but between
'Caste' Hindus and Muslims.
At the time of the Simla Conference Gandhiji first
saw Lord Wavell and in the first interview both
tacitly accepted responsibility for ushering in a new
era of friendship. On the 25th of June 1945 while
opening the Simla Conference the Viceroy appealed
to the delegates "to rise above the level of old preju-
dices and enmities anct^of party and sectional advan-
tage and think of the good of 400 million people^
100